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Preface  

   The first edition of this book was part of the 1001 invention project comprising a touring 
exhibition, book teacher pack educational poster and website www.1001inventions.com 

                 The resounding success of this project saw the book selling out within three months. This 
revised second edition provides an opportunity to improve the content by introducing new material 
images edition provides an opportunity to improve the content by introducing new material, images 
and clarifying ambiguities. For the benefit of the academic reader there is a fuller reference list of 
authoritative manuscripts and their locations. An expanded glossary of Arabic and other relevant 
terms have also been added and the index extended. 

                There is a worldwide demand for the 1001 invention project, and we are now translating 
the book into other languages and developing the exhibition to tour the world  

                The popular and specialist media, the public the education community and academe have 
praised the project and from various surveys conducted on the impact of the 1001 inventions 
project, it seems that it has impinged positively upon the public mind. Thousands have re-evaluated 
their perception of the so-called dark ages and the role of Muslim civilization in laying the 
foundations of modern science and technology. The question very frequently asked is why it is that 
none of this material is found in the uk national curriculum? 

              The 1001 invention project has proved its effectiveness to stimulate young people’s interest 
in science and technology, to instill confidence and to provide positive muslim role models for 
evolving muslim identities especially in the west  

             Great muslim men and women of the past –mathematicians, astronomers, chemist, 
physicians architects, engineers economists, sociologists, artist, artisans, and educators-expressed 
their religiosity through beneficial contribution to society and humanity. They did so with open 
mindedness and in many instances, positively and constructively worked alongside non-Muslims.  
This track record of cooperation over the centuries, although deeply rooted within early muslim 
society, seem to have been forgotten. The 1001 invention project indirectly, is tapping into that 
tradition by seeking to develop a better understanding between people and cultures 

            Some terminology used here can have a wide meaning used in specific contexts, and should 
not be taken literally. For example, in this book the word invention can also mean innovation 
embracing new discoveries concept, methods, devices and machine which hitherto unknown. It also 
includes items such as chess the waterwheel and paper, which were known before Islam but brought 
to Europe by muslim. 

            It is encouraging to see muslim heritage at the forefront of media coverage documentaries 
articles festivals, books and academic project. In this context, I would like to take this opportunity 
articles festivals, book and academic projects. In this context, I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my deep gratitude to the endless number of supporters of this project,in particular to those 

http://www.1001inventions.com/�


who have joined the global community of Muslim heritage since the launch of the first edition.for 
new reader, I would them an enjoyable and stimulating journey of discovery. 

 

Foreword 

                    I welcome this fascination book as a significant contribution to a wider understanding of 
science and technology within muslim civilization and our debt in modern societies to this particular 
tradition. Within any particular culture, such as the western and anglocentric tradition.it is all too 
easy to forget or downplay the complex history of the development of scientific ideas and 
technological invention. Science and technology in some shap or form exists and deverlop within all 
types of societies and in the context of all shades of religious belief. Ultimately it matters not exactly 
by whom or exactly when a particular discovery or invention was made.  

              This book however is a welcome reminder that Muslim have made many important and 
farreaching contributions to the development of our shared scientific knowledge and our 
technologies I hope it will an inspiration to people of both muslim and other faiths, and indeed to 
those with no religious belift demonstrating the way in which science helps reveal the wonders of 
the natural world and through which technology makes such a contribution to the ways in which we 
can work together with each other. 

                                 

 

 

                    


